The prosodic system
of Proto-Slavic

THOMAS OLANDER

17th Meeting of Nordic Slavists
Scheeffergarden - 6 August 2007



TRADITIONAL SYSTEM: EXAMPLES, 1

Common Slavic *voda

Common Slavic *Zeny

OCS voda

Russian BoAa
Bulgarian Boaa
Polish woda

OCS Zeny
Russian »éHbl
Bulgarian >keHu
Polish zony



TRADITIONAL SYSTEM: EXAMPLES, 2

OCS zima

g Russian 3uma
Common Slavic *zima .
Bulgarian 31ma

Polish zima

OCS pigo
Common Slavic *pi$o Russian numwiy
Bulgarian nuwa

Polish pisze



TRADITIONAL PHONOLOGICAL SYSTEM

CONSONANTS

VELAR k g X

PALATAL C | Sz ]

DENTAL/ALV. | td ((cdz) sz | n r |

BILABIAL pb m Vv
VOWELS

FRONT | bi | eé& | (no oral diphthongs)

BACK 'bu|oa| Yy



ALTERNATIVE SYSTEM. EXAMPLES, 1

OCS voda
Common Slavic *voda Russian Boaa
Proto-Slavic *yada Bulgarian Boaa

Polish woda

OCS Zeny
Common Slavic *Zeny Russian >kéHbl
Proto-Slavic *genu Bulgarian >xeHu

Polish zony



ALTERNATIVE SYSTEM!. EXAMPLES, 2

OCS zima
Common Slavic *zima Russian 3uma
Proto-Slavic *zeima Bulgarian 3uma

Polish zima

OCS piso
Common Slavic *piso Russian nuwy
Proto-Slavic *peisian Bulgarian nuwa

Polish pisze



ALTERNATIVE PHONOLOGICAL SYSTEM

CONSONANTS

VELAR k g X

PALATAL ¢ | 52 i(i)

DENTAL/ALV. | td ((edz) sz | n r |

BILABIAL pb m v (u)
VOWELS

FRONT bi | e8|

BACK bt | oa | ¥

FRONT 1 T e e oral diphthongs:

BACK ud | aa

leeaal +/iul



TRADITIONAL PROSODIC SYSTEM

stress: one per word
quantity: long vs. short syllables
tone: rising vs. falling vs. neoacute
— yields the following “accents” (x = any vowel)
X — long rising

X — long falling

X — short falling

X — long neoacute
X — short neoacute
X — unaccented



“Ein akzentuierter Vokal duldete keinen weiteren im
selben Wort, es konnte aber mehr als einen akutierten
im Wort geben [reference to Garde 1976: 4, 194].
Akutierte Kurzvokale traten nur vor tautosyllabischen
Sonanten auf.’

Holzer 2003%: 34



PROSODIC FEATURES

1

TRADITIONAL SYSTEM ALTERNATIVE SYSTEM
accented vs. unaccented 1 accented vs. unaccented
*stdrno vs. *storna (vs. pretonic)

*vddo vs. *voda *starnan vs. *starina
% % 1ald5
long vs. short yadan vs. *ya'da
*trava vs. *dvora *lkarya vs. *starnan vs.
.. : *kir!
rising vs. falling vs. kirinu
neoacute 2 |Ong VS. ShOI"t
*korvo vs. *storno vs. *tralya vs. *dua'ra

¢brnb



ALTERNATIVE SYSTEM. CHRONOLOGY

— segments: before the monophthongisation of oral
diphthongs
— prosody: after Dybo’s law, before Stang’s law

Dybo’s law: advancement of the accent from an
accented short syllable to the following syllable

Stang’s law: retraction of the accent from a reduced
vowel (*u or *i) or a medial short diphthong to the
preceding syllable, which receives neoacute tone
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WORDS WITH MORE THAN TWO SYLLABLES

1 PS m.loc.pl. *dualraixu (CS *dvoréxy)
2 PS ipv. 2.pl. *belrajte (CS *beréte)

3 PS prs. 3.sg. *nalsejti (CS *nositb)

4 PS finstr.pl. * gelnamt (CS *Zenami)

5 PS m.nom.sg. *galtauu (CS *gotovn)
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DIFFICULT STRUCTURES

Russian nmcapb, nucaps
< Proto-Slavic *peijlsariu ?
or *lpeisariu ?

Posavian pitan
< Proto-Slavic *pultanu ?
or *pultaenu ?
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