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The accentuation of the ending-stressed word-forms
of the Baltic and Slavic mobile paradigms

1. Prerequisites
1.1. “Mobile paradigms” in Baltic and Slavic

Example: d-stems. See Table 1.

1.2. “Ending-stressed word-forms”

Lithuanian and Slavic mobile paradigms consist of an alternation of
(1) word-forms with root-stress and
(2) word-forms with ending-stress.

1.3. Corresponding forms in Vedic and Greek
Words with mobile accentuation in Baltic and Slavic correspond to words with stress on
the first syllable of the ending in Vedic and Greek. See Table 2.

2. Problem
The accentuation of the ending-stressed word-forms. In endings consisting of two
syllables, which of the two was stressed in Balto-Slavic and Indo-European?

3. Material — dissyllabic endings in Lithuanian and Slavic

See Table 3 for Lithuanian and Table 4 for Slavic.

Vedic and Greek seem to indicate that the first syllable of the ending was stressed.
Lithuanian and Slavic, on the other hand, usually have stress on the second syllable of the
ending (but notice the exceptions in the Lithuanian dative plurals and the Slavic g-stems).



4. Traditional solutions

4.1. Balto-Slavic has preserved the old state of affairs — Vedic and Greek have innovated
Supported by e.g. Chr. Stang.
Problems: No support from other languages than Baltic and Slavic. The forms with stress
on the first syllable of the ending are left unexplained.

4.2. Vedic and Greek have preserved the old state of affairs — Balto-Slavic has innovated
Supported by e.g. Carl Ebeling, F.H.H. Kortlandt and the Leiden School.
Problems: Unnatural explanation of Baltic and Slavic ending-stress. The forms with stress
on the first syllable of the ending are left unexplained.

5. More prerequisites: two accent laws

5.1. Saussure’s law in Lithuanian (proposed 1892)

The accent moved forward from a short syllable to a following syllable containing a long
monophthong.

5.2. Dybo’s law in Common Slavic (proposed 1962)

The accent moved forward from a short syllable to a following syllable.

6. Alternative solution

In Indo-European and Balto-Slavic the stress was on the first syllable of the ending.
Only Saussure’s law in Lithuanian and Dybo’s law in Slavic made most of the forms look
finally stressed.



Table 1: The declension of a mobile a-stem in Lithuanian, Russian, Stokavian and Cakavian

Lithuanian | Russian Cakavian SCr. | Stokavian SCr.
nom. sg. | galy-d golov-d glav-a gldv-a
acc. sg. gdlv-q golov-u glav-n glav-u
gen. sg. galy-Gs golov-y glay-¢ gldv-é
dat. sg. gdly-ai golov-¢ (old & stdron-¢) | glav-i glav-i
instr. sg. | gdlv-a g0lov-df(n) glav-iin glav-om
loc. sg. galy-oj¢ golov-¢ glav-1 lav-i
nom. pl. | gdlv-os gdlov-y glav-¢ glav-e
acc. pl. gdly-as golov-y glav-e glav-e
gen. pl. galy- 20ldv- gldv- gldv-a
dat. pl. galy-dms golov-dm glay-dn gldv-ama
instr. pl. | galv-omis golov-dmi glav-ami gldv-ama
loc. pl. galy-0s¢ golov-dx: glay-ax gldv-ama

Table 2: The declension of an ending-stressed d-stem in Vedic and Greek.

Vedic Greek
nom. sg. | priy-d tim-¢
acc. sg. | priy-am tim-én
gen. sg. | priy-ayas | tim-és
dat. sg. | priy-ayai | tim-éi
instr. sg. | priy-dya —
abl. sg. | priy-ayas | —
loc. sg. | priy-ayam | —
nom. pl. | priy-dh tim-ai
acc. pl. | priy-ah timads
gen. pl. | priy-anam | (Hom.) tim-don
dat. pl. | priy-abhyah | tim-ais
instr. pl. | priy-abhih | —
abl. pl. | priy-abhyah | —
loc. pl. | priy-dsu —




Table 3: Dissyllabic ending-stressed forms of different Lithuanian stem-classes

/-stem instr. sg.

vér-imi

#-stem instr. sg.

san-umi

o-stem dat. pl.

lang-dms, Dauksa darb-amus

a-stem dat. pl.

galy-dms, Dauksa szak-dmuns

7-stem dat. pl.

gveér-ims, Dauksa wag-imus

u-stem dat. pl.

sin-yms, Dauksa fun-simuns

a-stem instr. pl. | galv-omis
-stem instr. pl. | fvér-imis
u-stem instr. pl. | sin-umis

o-stem loc. pl.

dial. misk-uosn | misk-siosn

g-stem loc. pl.

dial. sak-osn | Sak-dsu

Z-stem loc. pl.

dial. av-isi, ak-ysii | ak-ysu

Table 4: Dissyllabic ending-stressed forms of different Slavic stem-classes

Stokavian SCr. | Cakavian SCr. | Mod. Russ. | Slovene | Com. S.
pron. d./i. du. | dv-jema (dv-in, dv-imi) | (dv-umyjd) dv-éma | *dvv-éma
a-st. dat. pl. | (glav-ama) gor-dn golov-dm gor-am | *goly-dnre
a-st. instr. pl. | (gldv-ama) golov-dm golov-dmi | gor-ami | *goly-dmi
Z-st. instr. pl. | (kost-ima) (kost-ami) det*-mi kost-mi | *vér-omi
a-st. loc. pl. (dldv-ama) gor-ah golov-dx gor-ah | *goly-dxv
prs. 1. pl. nes-ém1o pec-emtd (nes-ém) nes-émo | *nes-emo
prs. 2. pl. nes-éte pet-ef? nes-éte nes-éte | *nes-ete

Note: Prs. 2. pl. Ukrainian zesezé, Belarusian

vedz ac’é




