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Danish and Slavic sound systems
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–	Russian
–	Bulgarian
–	Polish
–	Danish



Consonants: Russian
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bilabial

labio-
dental

dental / 
alveolar

postalv. /
retroflex

alveo-
palatal

palatal

velar

suprafar.

glottal

stops p pʲ
b bʲ

t tʲ
d dʲ

k kʲ
ɡ ɡʲ

fricatives /
approximants

f fʲ
v vʲ

s sʲ
z zʲ

ʂ
ʐ

ɕː
ʑː j

x xʲ

affricates ʦ
ʣ

ʨ
ʥ

nasals m mʲ n nʲ

laterals ɫ lʲ

vibrants r rʲ

semivowels



Consonants: Bulgarian
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bilabial

labio-
dental

dental / 
alveolar

postalv. /
retroflex

alveo-
palatal

palatal

velar

suprafar.

glottal

stops p pʲ
b bʲ

t tʲ
d dʲ

k kʲ
ɡ ɡʲ

fricatives /
approximants

f fʲ
v vʲ

s sʲ
z zʲ

ʃ
ʒ j

x xʲ

affricates ʦ ʦʲ
ʣ ʣʲ

ʧ
ʤ

nasals m mʲ n nʲ ŋ

laterals ɫ l lʲ

vibrants r rʲ

semivowels



Consonants: Polish
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bilabial

labio-
dental

dental / 
alveolar

postalv. /
retroflex

alveo-
palatal

palatal

velar

suprafar.

glottal

stops p pʲ
b bʲ

t tʲ
d dʲ

c
ɟ

k
ɡ

fricatives /
approximants

f fʲ
v vʲ

s
z

ʂ
ʐ

ɕ
ʑ

ç
j

x

affricates ʦ
ʣ

tʂ
dʐ

ʨ
ʥ

nasals m mʲ n ɲ ŋ

laterals l

vibrants r

semivowels u̯



Consonants: Danish
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bilabial

labio-
dental

dental / 
alveolar

postalv. /
retroflex

alveo-
palatal

palatal

velar

suprafar.

glottal

stops b̥ʰ
b̥

d̥ˢ
d̥

ɡ̊ʰ
ɡ̊

fricatives /
approximants

f
v

s ɕ
j ʁ

h

affricates d̥ɕʰ
d̥ɕ

nasals m n ŋ

laterals l

vibrants

semivowels ʊ̯ ð ɪ ̯ ɐ̯



Vowels: Russian
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i uɨ

ɛ ɔ

ɑ



Vowels: Bulgarian

7

i u

ə
ɛ ɔ

ɑ



Vowels: Polish
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i u

ɨ

ɛ ɔ

ɑ



Vowels: Danish
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i y u

e ø
ɛ œ

ɔ

ɑ

æ ɶ

a ʌ

o

ɒ

ð̩

ə

ɐ

ɪ ʊ



Vowels: Danish (2)
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   ɪ ð̩ ʊ 

ə

ɐ

front central back

–lab +lab

close i y u

mid-close e ø o

mid ɛ œ ɔ

mid-open æ ɶ ɒ

open a ɑ ʌ



Prosodic features
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Russian:	 free stress	 no distinctive quantity
Bulgarian:	free stress	 no distinctive quantity
Polish:	 fixed stress	 no distinctive quantity
Danish:	 (free stress)	 distinctive quantity	 stød



Concluding question
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When teaching the pronunciation of a foreign language, 
how would you prioritise these problems:

a	 segmental phonetics
b	word prosody (accent, tones, stød)
c	 sentence intonation



Danish phonetics: literature
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