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1
 BS accentual mobility (1)


·  correspondence between accentuation of Vedic-
Greek and BS vowel stems (Dybo and Illič-Svityč):


Ved.-Gk. acc.
 PBS root
 Lithuanian
 Slavic

root
 acute
 root ( 1)
 root ( a)

root
 circumfl.
 root + SL ( 2)
 desinence ( b)

desinence
 acute
 mobile ( 3)
 mobile ( c)

desinence
 circumfl.
 mobile + SL ( 4)
 mobile ( c)


·  PBS: AP I (root acc.) vs. AP II (mobile acc.)
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1
 BS accentual mobility (2)


sg.
 pl.

Lith.
 CS
 Lith.
 CS


nom.
 galvà *golvà
 gálvos *gȏlvy

acc.
 gálvą *gȏlvǫ
 gálvas *gȏlvy

gen.
 galvõs *golvỳ
 galv *golvъ
̀
dat.
 gálvai *gȏlvě
 galvóms *golv)mъ

instr.
 gálva *golvojǫ
̀ galvomìs *golv)mi

loc.
 galvojè *golv*
 galvosè *golv)xъ


·  ā-stems 

1. BS accentual mobility | 2. Saussure | 3. Meillet, Stang – Dybo | 4. Kortlandt | 5. Olander

6. PIE accentuation types | 7. Conclusion


1
 BS accentual mobility (3)


sg.
 pl.

Lith.
 CS
 Lith.
 CS


nom.
 lángas *lǫ̑gъ
 langaĩ *lǫ̑ʒi

acc.
 lángą *lǫ̑gъ
 lángus *lǫ̑gy

gen.
 lángo *lǫ̑ga
 lang *lǫgъ
̀
dat.
 lángui *lǫ̑gu
 langáms *lǫgòmъ

instr.
 lángu *lǫ̑gomь
 langaĩs *lǫgỳ

loc.
 langè *lǫ̑ʒě
 languosè *lǫʒ0xъ


·  o-stems 
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2
 Saussure


·  accent retraction in medially stressed forms in 
hysterokinetic paradigm of consonant stems


·  imitated by vowel stems


pre-Lith.
 Lith.
 pre-Lith.
 Lith.

dukt =
 dukt galvà =
 galvà

*duktẽrį >
 dùkterį
 *galv4
 →
 gálvą 
dukterès
 =
 dukterès
 galvõs =
 galvõs

*duktẽri
 >
 dùkteri
 *galvaĩ →
 gálvai
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3
 Meillet, Stang – Dybo


·  Meillet and Stang

·  Balto-Slavic accentual mobility is inherited from 

PIE, also in vowel stems (except o-stems)

·  Vedic and Greek have lost accentual mobility in 

vowel stems, preserving it only in consonant 
stems


·  Dybo

·  PBS ictus determined by tones inherited from PIE
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4
 Kortlandt


·  pre-2006:

·  “Loss of PIE accentual mobility, of which there is 

no trace outside the nominal flexion of the 
consonant stems”


·  post-2006:

·  original PIE accentual mobility in ā-, i-, u-, C-stems 

is preserved in BS
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5
 Olander (1)


·  Mobility Law:

1 
accent is lost in pre-PBS in final syllables reflecting 

PIE *V(C) or *V(h)V(C):

pre-PBS nom. sg. *lāˀnˈgas > PBS *ˌlāˀngas

pre-PBS dat. sg. *gāˀlˈ8aa > PBS *ˌgāˀl8ā


2 
accent is retained on the reflexes of PIE * or *Vh.:

pre-PBS nom. sg. *dukˈtē = PBS *dukˈtē

pre-PBS nom. sg. *gāˀlˈ8āˀ = PBS *gāˀlˈ8āˀ
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5
 Olander (2)


·  non-final syllables:

pre-PBS dat. pl. *lāˀnˈgamas = PBS *lāˀnˈgamas 

(Lith. langáms, CS *lǫgòmъ) 
·  accent of PBS *lāˀnˈgamas = Vedic devébhyaḥ = PIE 

*de8ómos
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6
 PIE accentuation types (1)


1 
lexemes with  accentuation:

a 
non-desinential accentuation:


nom. *nókʷt-s, gen. *nékʷt-s

nom. *8>hn-ah₂, gen. *8>hn-ah₂-s

prs. 3 sg. *stḗ8-ti, 3 pl. *sté8-Ati 

b 
desinential accentuation:

nom. *dʰugə₂-tḗr, gen. *dʰugə₂-tr-ós

nom. *bʰug-áh₂, gen. *bʰug-áh₂-s

nom. *mAt-í-s, gen. *mAt-é-s

prs. 3 sg. *sup-é-ti, 3 pl. *sup-ó-nti
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6
 PIE accentuation types (2)


2 
lexemes with  accentuation (several types):

*h₂nḗr, gen. *h₂Ar-ós

*pónt-ōh₂-s, gen. *pAt-h₂-ós

*mlé8h₂-ti, 3 pl. *mluh₂-énti


·  apparently without traces in Balto-Slavic

·  Russ. sg. pólje vs. pl. poljá is not inherited


·  late PIE: speakers did not analyse morphemes, they 
counted syllables
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7
 Conclusion


·  Balto-Slavic accentual mobility in vowel stems

·  is an archaism inherited from PIE: Meillet, Stang, 

Kortlandt>2006, Dybo

·  is an innovation based on analogy with mobility in 

consonant stems: Saussure, Kortlandt<2006

·  is an innovation as the result of a sound law: 

Olander



