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consonants
velar k g x
palatal č š ž j
dental/alv. t d (c dz) s z n r l
bilabial p b m v

vowels
front ь i e ě
back ъ u o a y

(no oral diphthongs)
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OCS voda
Russian вода
Bulgarian вода
Polish woda

Common Slavic *ženy
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OCS	ženy
Russian жёны
Bulgarian жени
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Common Slavic *zima
Proto-Slavic *zei̯mā

OCS zima
Russian зима
Bulgarian зима
Polish zima

Common Slavic *pišǫ
Proto-Slavic *pei̯si̯ān

OCS	pišǫ
Russian пишу
Bulgarian пиша
Polish piszę
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consonants
velar k g x
palatal č š ž j (i̯)
dental/alv. t d (c dz) s z n r l
bilabial p b m v (u̯)

vowels
front ь i e ě
back ъ u o a y
front i ī e ē
back u ū a ā

oral diphthongs:
	 /e ē a ā/ + /i̯ u̯/
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7

stress: one per word
quantity: long vs. short syllables
tone: rising vs. falling vs. neoacute

– yields the following “accents” (x = any vowel)
	 x̋ – long rising
	 x̑ – long falling
	 x̏ – short falling
	 x́ – long neoacute
	 x̀ – short neoacute	
	 x – unaccented



8

“Ein akzentuierter Vokal duldete keinen weiteren im 
selben Wort, es konnte aber mehr als einen akutierten 
im Wort geben [reference to Garde 1976: 4, 194]. 
Akutierte Kurzvokale traten nur vor tautosyllabischen 
Sonanten auf.”

Holzer 2003: 34
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–	 segments: before the monophthongisation of oral 
diphthongs

–	 prosody: after Dybo’s law, before Stang’s law

Dybo’s law: advancement of the accent from an 
accented short syllable to the following syllable

Stang’s law: retraction of the accent from a reduced 
vowel (*u or *i) or a medial short diphthong to the 
preceding syllable, which receives neoacute tone
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1	 PS m.loc.pl. *du̯a|rai̯xu (CS *dvòrěxъ)
2	 PS ipv. 2.pl. *be|rāi̯te (CS *berět̋e)
3	 PS prs. 3.sg. *na|sei̯ti (CS *nòsitь)
4	 PS f.instr.pl. * ge|nāmī (CS *žena̋mi)
5	 PS m.nom.sg. *ga|tau̯u (CS *gotòvъ)
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Russian пи́сарь, пи́саря
< Proto-Slavic *pei̯|sāri̯u ?
or *|pei̯sāri̯u ?

Posavian pĩtān
< Proto-Slavic *pū|tānu ?
or *pū|tāenu ?


